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Introduction
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Dahabiya is the name given to traditional Nile
cruise boats. During the 19th Century visiting
gentry travelled the Nile on these luxurious
private yachts known as Dahabiyas, beautifully
crafted wooden sailing ships.

Explore Travel and Cruises are offering you the
holiday of a lifetime, experiencing the magic of
Egypt and the Nile aboard one of these luxurious
boats, combining the nostalgia of an era past
with the sights and sounds of the present.
Owned by our company, the family-run Dahabiya
Dream has been handcrafted to create an
authentic sail boat as originally used by travellers
and explorers when discovering the wonders and
mysteries of the Nile for the first time.
The itinerary combines historical and mystical
sightseeing with the peace and tranquility you
would expect from a Nile cruise. You will visit all
the famous sites including the Valley of Kings and
Karnak Temple as well as others, such as El Kab,
not on main tourist routes.
We invite you to relax and enjoy the experience
as you make your own journey of discovery on
this truly luxurious Nile cruise.
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The Dream

The Dahabiya Dream’s story starts with Explore
Travel & Cruises commissioning the build of this
Dahabiya in March 2009 with the completion in
October 2010. This Dahabiya is company-owned
and family-run so there is no third party supplier
involved; we are solely dedicated to getting the
whole experience right for you.

Utmost care has been taken over the build and
finish of this boat to ensure it is as authentic as
possible. Explore Travel & Cruises embraces an
ethical approach to its business and believes in
supporting the local communities and their
economy, so only local craftsmen were used in
the building of this boat.
The Dahabiya Dream was hand-built using centuries
old traditional working methods and finished by
local craftsmen, as can be seen in the handmade
furniture and furnishings. Every effort has been
made to create what is the most genuine and
beautiful Dahabiya on the Nile. A true sail boat,
Dahabiya Dream is not powered by engines which
means that there is no vibration or noise to
disturb your peaceful experience on the Nile.
This Dahabiya has luxurious accommodation with
its 6 cabins all themed after great explorers of the
time; Howard Carter, Amelia Edwards, Giovanni
Belzoni, Jean Francois Champollion, William
Flinders Petrie and Auguste Mariette.

Original craftsmanship & traditional values
Unique experiences

Your Dahabiya team are highly trained and experts
in making your holiday that extra bit special.
Their priority is your safety and comfort. You will
have the opportunity to meet them all, enjoy our
qualified
alified chef
chef’s fantastic
fa tast cuisine and llearn more
aboutt Egy
Egypt
yypt and the
t e Nile.
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Dream Features
& Facilities
Dahabiya Dream Features and Facilities
2 Royal Suites each 28m2 (The Howard Carter and
Amelia Edwards) each with its own private balcony
and king size beds;
4 Luxury Cabins each 22.5m2 (Giovanni Belzoni,
Jean Francois Champollion, William Flinders Petrie
and Auguste Mariette) with twin or double beds;
Each cabin has an en-suite bathroom with shower
and hairdryer;
Each cabin has its own Nile view;
Safety deposit boxes in every cabin;
Air-conditioned throughout with individual
cabin control;
Reception area;
Shaded upper deck with sun deck area.
Dahabiya Dream Safety and Security Features
Full fire and safety features including emergency
lighting, smoke detectors and sprinkler system
throughout the boat;
Emergency first aid kit on board and 24 hour
doctor on call;
Full 24-hour service, crew and management on
board;

The only way to explore Egypt & the Nile
In style & comfort

Advanced water purification system including UV
treatment light and a triple filtering system.
Dahabiya Dream Technical Data
• Construction Date: Oct 2010
• Length: 40 metres
dth: 7 m
• Width:
metres
• 2 Sails
S
• 2 main
generators for electricity
ain ggenerat
elec rici y supply
suupply
• Electric
Electricity
city 220v/50Hz
220v 50Hz

Authentic Cuisine
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The food served aboard Dahabiya Dream is fresh
and varied. There is a wide choice, from the
buffet breakfasts and freshly prepared lunches to
the elegantly served dinners.

A real taste of Egypt
Served with traditional hospitality

Dining on the top deck allows stunning views of
the Nile so you miss nothing of the sights, even
while dining. Enjoying a meal under the stars on a
romantic secluded island is an experience not to
be forgotten.
The authentic Egyptian cuisine, prepared by your
own chef, combines locally sourced, organic fresh
produce with traditional spices, creating a gourmet
menu to savour and enjoy.
There is no better recommendation on the food
served on Dahabiya Dream than the compliments
from our own clients.
“The food at every meal was delicious and there
were plentiful juices, tea and coffee whenever
you wanted it”.
“We were amazed at the quality of the food”.
“Superb food, great staff and a beautiful ambience
make this a trip of a lifetime”
“The food on the Dream was good, with plenty of
it and good variety”.
“Everything was great - the food was fresh and
traditional, every time we stepped off the boat
we were handed water and then greeted by
freshly made fruit cocktails on our return”.

CAIRO

Luxury Dahabiya Dream Nile Cruise ~ 7 Nights Itinerary
Day 1 > Monday: Cruise Luxor
Upon your international flight arrival you will be picked up from Luxor airport and transferred
by private air-conditioned bus to check onto the Dahabiya ‘Dream’. Overnight on board.
Day 2 > Tuesday: Luxor - Esna - El Kab
Your sailing experience starts in the morning with the beautiful sights and scenes of the Nile.
Relax on the upper deck, taking time out to read, sunbathe and observe the birds and wildlife
as you sail towards the Esna Lock and on to visit El Kab, one of the first cities in Egypt, with
parts of its imposing walls still visible. Overnight on board.
Day 3 > Wednesday: Edfu - Kom Ombo
Enjoy breakfast and the views as you sail on to Edfu where you will visit the beautifully
preserved temple dedicated to Horus, dating back to 200BC. After your visit, return to ‘Dream’
and sail past Gebel el Silsila, where sandstone for the temples of Southern Egypt was quarried.
The great Stele of Akhenaten came from here and it is thought that 3,000 labourers produced
the quarried stone that built the Ramesseum. Sail on towards Kom Ombo stopping overnight
at a quiet island location.
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Day 4 > Thursday: Kom Ombo to Aswan
Today you sail on to visit the temple dedicated to the Gods Haroreris and Sobek, the crocodile
god. Continue on to Aswan where upon arrival you can enjoy sailing the Nile on a Felucca boat,
around the Botanical Garden and the mausoleum of the AGA KHAN. Overnight on board.
Evening option: experience the Sound and Light show at Philae Temple.
Day 5 > Friday: Aswan Sightseeing
In morning there will be time, if you wish, to visit Abu Simbel Temple (Optional Tour) or visit
the Nubian Village (Optional Tour). Today will take in a visit to the High Dam, passing by the
Old Dam of Aswan, then a crossing of the Nile by motorboat to visit one of the most beautiful
temples in Egypt, the ISIS Temple, built on the Philae Island. Overnight on board.

LUXOR
Valley of the Kings
ESNA

EL KAB

EDFU
KOM OMBO
ASWAN
HIGH DAM

Day 6 > Saturday: Sailing Aswan to Luxor
Enjoy a relaxing day sailing back to Luxor. Overnight on board
Day 7 > Sunday: Luxor Sightseeing
Morning Option: At sunrise enjoy a balloon ride over the West Bank of Luxor. (Please see
optional list for details.) After breakfast, you will tour the west bank of Luxor, including a
special visit to the house of Howard Carter, the Valley of the Kings, Queen Hatshepsut Temple
and stop at the Colossi of Memnon. Once finished head back to ‘Dream’ to enjoy your lunch.
In the afternoon you will be taken to visit the largest temple in Egypt, the magnificent Karnak
Temple. The complex is a vast open-air museum and the largest ancient religious site in the
world. You will then go on to Luxor Temple which was dedicated to the Theban triad of
Amun, Mut and Chons, and was built during the New Kingdom.
Day 8 > Monday: End of your Adventure
After the breakfast you will be transferred to LUXOR airport for your return flight home.

Holiday Options

Tailor your trip
Make the most of what Egypt has to offer

A
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Dahabiya Nile Cruise is the only way to explore
the Nile in our opinion and offers a fantastic week’s
holiday. To add to your enjoyment and discover
what Egypt has to offer, you may wish to add an
extension to your trip and visit other parts of
the Country.
Adding two or three days in Cairo will mean that
you can see the amazing Pyramids of Giza, one of
the last remaining wonders of the world, and visit
the Cairo Museum, seeing the treasures from the
tomb of Tutankhamen.
Or take some time to relax by the Red Sea after
your Dahabiya cruise, in either Sharm el Sheikh
or Hurghada, with options to visit other sites or
just enjoy snorkelling and diving in the warm
clear waters.
If golf is your passion then add an extra week to
your Explore Travel and Cruises Dahabiya holiday
to enjoy the professionly designed golf courses of
Luxor and Sharm whilst staying in top class hotels.
Combine your Nile cruise week with a cruise on
Lake Nasser, home of the Egyptian crocodile, with
its dramatic views and abundance of wild birds.
The adventure and stark beauty of the Sahara
desert is also an option that can be added to your
Dahabiya Nile cruise. Sleep under canvas, ride
camels and meet the local Bedouin people during
our desert and oasis trip.
We are experts on the Country of Egypt and in
the provision of excellent service, so tell us what
your preferences are and we’ll put together your
ideal Egyptian holiday package.

This Luxury Nile Cruise offers an exclusive way to see the wonders of
Egypt with some uncommon access to sites, creating once-in-a-lifetime
experiences, while providing leisure time for you to relax. Here are
some features of this exceptional cruise, all included in the price.

FEATURE

BENEFITS

INCLUDED

Family owned and run business:

Friendly, approachable and personal
service and completely managed by
ourselves.

Tour manager and Boat manager on
every cruise.

An authentic original Dahabiya
designed boat. Handmade and
finished by local craftsmen:

A true 19th Century sailing experience
on the Nile ~ think “Agatha Christie”.
The photo opportunities are
stunning.

Luxurious features include Egyptian
cotton bedding, ensuite bathrooms,
complimentary slippers and robes
and beautiful surroundings.

Exclusive private tours to the
ancient sites of Egypt with your
on board Egyptologist guide:

• A private inside visit to the tombs
of El Kab
• A private inside visit to the House
of Howard Carter
• Exclusive and private moorings
along the Nile

Free lectures and talks by our
Egyptologist, helping you get the
most out of the sites you visit.

Your own onboard chef:

Authentic Egyptian food made with
locally grown, organic ingredients.
Share the chef’s secrets and learn
about the different spices used in
Egyptian cuisine.

All your meals including afternoon
tea on the top deck. All soft drinks,
water, tea and coffee are included.

An onboard telescope
Fishing gear
A small library and games:

A week to remember
for years to come

View night skies without any light
pollution or see what you can catch
in the Nile.
Relax while you sail along the Nile
without the pressures of unrealistic
schedules.

Private dining on secluded Islands.
The trip includes a visit to a local
spice market to see and buy the
spices used in our excellent food.
Night sky viewing and fishing is
included in your trip.
You are welcome to read and
exchange any books on board
Dream.

An ethos of professionalism
Creating Peace of mind

Booking With Us
10 Reasons to Book with Us
We are a family owned and run business so we
are friendly, approachable and dedicated to
making your holiday a success.
Your holiday is 100% ATOL protected by the Civil
Aviation Authority.
100% Tailor made and personalised holidays which means you have the flexibility to make
changes to an itinerary to ensure your holiday
is as you want it to be.
We do not sell online because we think it's so
important to get the details of your holiday 100%
right by talking to you.
Private guided tours by fully qualified specialist
guides who can make a difference to your holiday
by sharing their local insights.
The full service of an Explore Travel and Cruises
Representative from when you first make an
enquiry until you return home from holiday.
The price you pay for a typical holiday with us
includes return international flights, overseas
transfers, 4 to 5 star accommodation only, many
meals and excursions, the services of a tour
manager and/or tour guide, all airport taxes, UK
Airport Passenger Duty, state and local taxes.
Customer Service 24/7 before and during your
holiday including an emergency contact telephone
number.
We love to listen to our customers and so we will
ask you for feedback after your trip to see how
we have done and ensure we have met our own
high standards. thereby enabling us to constantly
improve our services.
Secure Online or over the phone payment system.
To book call 0845 845 3536 or
email holidays@exploretravelandcruises.com

To find out more call 08458 453536 or Email holidays@exploretravelandcruises.com

“All the crew were very friendly and helpful and nothing
was ever too much trouble. Added to this, the food was
delicious, plentiful and varied. Everything ran smoothly
and the easy and relaxed atmosphere on board contributed
to the feeling of being part of a small exclusive house
party. We cannot recommend this holiday highly enough.
If you are looking for a Nile Cruise with a difference, then
this is it. The Dream is a beautiful small boat with an
exceptionally friendly and helpful crew and superb food.
We have been on a number of memorable holidays but
this is definitely up there amongst the top ones.”
Suzanne, Lichfield

“I work for the largest Travel Content Broadcaster in
the world and chose this holiday for a quick break
away with my family. Every little attention to detail
is taken care of which makes this a truly relaxing and
memorable holiday. The staff are reflective of what
you would expect from a 5* holiday. If you want a
sailing holiday on a 19th Century vessel with all the
expectation you deserve when you go away on a
well-earned holiday.... this I am delighted to say is it.
Enjoy the Dahabiya Dream.”
Charles, London

For booking terms and conditions please visit
www.exploretravelandcruises.com

“It is simply first class, no more, no less! If doubt if you can find a more attentive friendly crew. A once in a lifetime
experience for my wife and I. A truly seamless experience from start to finish, nothing left to chance by Explore Travel
and Cruises, from the moment you land at Luxor to the desk in the departure lounge everything is taken care of and
under control. See Rome and die? Suggest you do this trip first.”

Norman Vasey, Spalding
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